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SUBJECT: UNCTAD: GROUP B DISCUSSIONS OF TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY 
PROBLEMS 

REF: STATE 5507; STATE 6596 

1. THE UPSHOT OF GROUP B DISCUSSIONS ON THE POSSIBILITY OF 
POSTPONING THE DEADLINE FOR THE REPLIES TO THE UNCTAD/WIPO 
STUDY ON THE ROLE OF PATENT SYSTEM IN THE TRANSFER 

OF TECHNOLOGY WAS THAT THE GROUP B COORDINATOR WILL 
MAKE ANOTHER APPROACH TO THE SECRETARIAT, THIS TIME 
AT THE LEVEL OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL, TO SEEK THE 
DESIRED DELAY. HOWEVER GROUP B NOT SANGUINE DEALY 
BEYOND MID-APRIL WILL BE POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF DIFFI 
CULTIES THE SECRETARIAT WILL HAVE IN MEETING SEPTEM- 
BER DATE FOR GROUP OF EXPERTS MEETING. FAILURE TO 
MEET APRIL DEADLINE MOST LIKELY WILL RESULT IN GROUP 
B MATERIAL NOT BEING INCORPORATED IN ADVANCE DOCU- 
MENTATION DISTRIBUTED TO PARTICIPATING GOVERNMENTS. 

2. SWISS DEL MADE INTERESTING OBSERVATION THAT 
GROUP B SHOULD NOT SUBMIT SINGLE REPLY FOR BOTH 
WIPO AND UNCTAD, BUT RATHER SHOULD DIFFERENTIATE 
IN REPLIES BETWEEN WHAT IT PERCEIVES TO BE UNCTAD'S 
AND WIPO'S DISTINCT ROLE ON THE QUESTION. THIS, HE 
SUGGESTED, COULD ALSO FACILITATE MEETING UNCTAD'S 
DEADLINE. ON THE OTHER HAND TO SUBMIT ONE REPLY 
BOTH ORGANIZATIONS MIGHT CONTRIBUTE TO UNCTAD'S 
EFFORTS TO INTRUDE IN WIPO'S FIELD OF COMPETENCE. 

WHILE PROPOSAL GENERALLY FAVORABLY RECEIVED, NO 
DEFINITE CONCLUSIONS REACHED. ONE QUESTION POSED WAS 
DEFINITION OF FIELDS OF COMPETENCE SINCE ONLY DEFINI- 
TION AVAILABLE WAS THAT CONTAINED PREAMBULAR PARAS 4 
AND 5 OF UNCTAD DOCUMENT TD/B/AC. 11/L.19 (I. E. WIPO-- 
LEGAL AND TECHNICAL ASPECTS; UNCTAD-ECONOMIC, 

COMMERCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT. FYI: SHOULD DEPART 
MENT WISH TO PURSUE THIS SUGGESTION, THE MISSION 
BELIEVES THE AD HOC COORDINATING MECHANISMS DEVELOP- 
ED BY PATENT OFFICIALS WOULD BE MORE EFFICIENT 

IN ACHIEVING A COORDINATED GROUP B POSITION THAN 
THE GENEVA GROUP B MECHANISM END FYI. 
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3. SIZE OF OTHER EXPERT GROUP ON CODE OF CONDUCT 
ON TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY WILL MOST LIKELY BE 40 
COUNTRIES. SINCE GROUP B INSISTING ON 13 TO 15 
SEATS, AND GROUP D REQUESTING 5 SEATS, THE GROUP 
OF 77 WILL ASK FOR APPROXIMATELY 20 SEATS UNDER THE 
UNCTAD TRADITIONAL FORMULA FOR GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBU- 
TION. GROUP B S EFFORTS TO OBTAIN AGREEMENT OF THE 
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OTHER GROUPS TO AN "OPEN-ENDED" FORMULA WERE UN- 
SUCCESSFUL. EXPANDED EXPERT GROUP WILL MOST 
PROBABLY RESULT IN LOWERING "EXPERT" CONTENT OF 
DISCUSSIONS AND MAXIMIZING LDC POLITICKING. ABRAMS 
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